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To commemorate the 160-birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda celebrated as National Youth Day in India, the
Vivekananda Youth Connect Foundation (VYCF) organized the Mumbai Sustainability Summit on the 12th of
January 2023 in Yashwantrao Chavan Center, Mumbai. Sustainability is in sync with the philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda. The event also marked celebrating the 10th anniversary of Vivekananda Youth Connect Foundation,
a non-profit organization for social and environmental impact. An initiative to popularize Swami Vivekananda’s
message to the youth founded by Dr Rajesh Sarwadnya. The one-day long summit centered on the theme "Ideas
and Action for Smart and Sustainable Mumbai Metropolitan Region" included brainstorming sessions discussing
myriad challenges and issues on the subject of sustainability. The Summit brought together key stakeholders from
a wide spectrum, namely government officials and representatives, individual practitioners, people associated
with corporates, banks and business, civil society actors and most importantly students from educational
institutions. The aim of the Summit was to bring diverse and multiple stakeholders to discuss the challenges ahead
of us, increase awareness, and devise mitigation and long adaptation strategies through knowledge sharing. 
The philosophy of the Summit was spelt out at the outset- Going green is not a one-time thing but a long-term
commitment constituting conscious choices to reduce the adverse impacts on environment. We, as human beings
are on a visit to the planet Earth and it’s our moral responsibility to hand it over in the same way that we received
it from earlier generations. Unfortunately, human beings, driven by short lived and short-term self-interests
behave irresponsibly and we think that we have another planet to go to. We also think that someone else will save
the planet for us. None of these are true. 2 We have no one but ourselves to protect our Mother Earth and for that
we need to connect with each other and act as a collective. Of the many pathways that we have to focus on to
address the looming challenges of climate risks over us, the first little steps include lifestyle changes to reduce
negative impact, namely Green House Gas emissions (hereafter GHGs), less resource intensive practices,
conscious and continuous efforts towards better health and livability. 
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In the pre-inaugural session the conversation revolved around the theme The critical importance of Mumbai to
adopt all things green and sustain and survive in the future “ The what ? and the how ? the aim was to understand
the critical agenda of going green and sustainability. The panel included Shree Bhushan Gagrani, Additional Chief
Secretary, Urban Development, Government of Maharashtra; Shree Gopal Arya, National Convener, Environmental
Wing of the Rastriya Samaj Sewak Sangh (hereafter RSS) and Shree Neelesh Khare, Editor and Business Head of Zee.
The most significant point that came out in this session was around the question: Can we can converge large urban
development projects with environmental sustainability? Shree Bhushan Gagrani, the Additional Chief Secretary,
Urban Development, Government of Maharashtra responded that when any society moves from point A to point B
for betterment , which in general parlance is understood as “ development”; we go through certain phases. Each
phase must be facilitated with basic infrastructure, be it, roads, transport, water . All such basic infrastructure must
keep upgrading. If we are to catch up with any advanced society in any other part of the world, we need to create,
maintain such basic infrastructure. The biggest challenge is also to make this basic infrastructure environment
friendly. Then he went on to share an example. The first underground metro railway was built in the world in London
in 1857. That was the year when India was fighting its first war of independence on horses in medieval ways. There is
a huge time gap and infrastructure gap between advanced nations of the world and us. So much we need to catch
up. The first metro railway is being constructed now in Mumbai. Before that we had one Delhi. One metro rail
construction in Mumbai running 32 kms underground is simultaneously also playing with geological features. But the
project will reduce carbon monoxide emissions by 3 lac metric ton per annum, and by rough estimates also likely to
reduce 17 lac cars in another 50-60 years. So, the point is that the short-term environmental damage that any 3
infrastructure project causes should offset the damage and bring more benefit in the long run. That is sustainability
in the long run. He also added that earlier when we made the detailed project reports (DPRs) in government
departments we were in a hurry but now we understand that we need to invest a lot on planning. 80% of our time
and thought must go into planning and only 20% on execution. That is the key to how projects become successful
citing the example of Japan. In the current scenario, there are multiple challenges in the execution of large-scale
urban development projects. First, high density land and population pose major challenges. Second, there are many
development agencies in Mumbai dealing with infrastructure like MSRDC, MIDC, MMRDA, CIDCO, and BMC. They
must work in convergence. Finally, Sustainability has to be incorporated in our DNA and in our culture for long term
impact. The other significant inputs came from Shree Gopal Arya who mentioned that there’s no conflict between
development and environment. He added that Swami Vivekananda, about 150 years ago used a magical phrase “my
brothers and sisters” (and not the prevalent “Ladies and Gentlemen”) when he addressed the audience at the
World's Parliament of Religions in 1893. He introduced Hinduism to America and showed how India thinks with the
simple utterance of brothers and sisters, thereby meaning that the entire world is ours reflecting the depth of
Indian philosophy. Arya ji also alluded to the COP27 that has proposed that ecosystem restoration has to be fought
for. This implies that there has been serious damage to the ecosystem which calls for its restoration. On water
transport, Shree Bhushan Gagrani explained that Mumbai had the safest natural port. Entire transportation used to
happen via ports. The entire Eastern waterfront is controlled by 2 ports- BPT and JNPT. Cargo ships and big ships
are anchored there. Plus, it is used to be the Naval base. Water transport has a limited possibility on the eastern
front developed by Maharashtra government’s Maritime Board. On the western front, the Hazi Ali and Nariman
point are the bay areas. In the open sea transport is limited because that requires huge catamarans. One requires a
proper bay in order for water Transport to run efficiently. Commercially, many experiments in Water Transport took
place but they were not very successful. Examples include the one from Navi Mumbai and Madhwa to the island city
that were not very cost effective.

 Pre-inaugural session
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The Chief Guest for the Summit was Hon. Governor of Maharashtra Shri Bhagat Singh Koshayari, Guest Of Honour –
Swami Chidananda Sarasvati , H.H Jain Acharya Lokesh Ji , Shri Gopal Arya Ji , Shri Ashish Shelar Ji. The Sustainability
Impact Leader awards were given out in following categories: The Lifetime achievement Award went to Shri Nanik
Rupani, Chairman Emeritus Priyadarshani Academy, Mumbai for Commitment to Environment for exemplary work done
over decades with improvement to environment, sustainability living, climate change, mitigation Strategies and notable
improvement to sizeable community or impact on social consciousness. Sustainability in Economic Sphere the award
went to Ms Srimati Rekha Chirnerka, Founder of My Bucket List. The award for Sustainability in Social Sphere went to His
Holiness Sadguru Yogiraj Dr. Mangeshda, and Neeta R. Deolalkar, Managing Trustee Swayam Rehabilitation Trust and
Shantilal Gulechha, Story Teller and Motivational Speaker. The award for Sustainability in Environmental Sphere was
given to BEST Undertaking Mumbai, Shri Rishi Aggarwal, Mumbai Sustainability Centre; and Sri Subhajit Mukherjee, of
Mission Green Mumbai. In the category of Sustainability in Cultural Sphere the awardees were Wilson Collage Mumbai
and Dr Binti Singh, Dean, Research, KRVIA Mumbai and Prof Manoj Parmar, Director, KRVIA Mumbai. 

Jain Acharya Lokesh Ji was called on the dais for his speech. He drew the attention of the audience to the pressing
challenges of the climate crisis. Human beings have caused maximum damage to Mother Earth and the environment
because of the extreme greed and desires that human beings possess. He also cited the teachings of the founder of
Jainism Mahavir. The valorisation of human beings on the basis of material possessions is not a good sign for humanity
and now we are facing the negative impacts of our irresponsible deeds. With words of appreciation for Rajesh Sarwadya
ji and his initiative VYCF; he urged everyone to contribute to a better world by adopting simple practices, minimise greed
and lifestyle changes.

Swami Chidanand Saraswati addressed the session through a video message.

Advocate Ashish Shelar, President BJP Mumbai was called upon the dais to deliver his speech. He started with the
inspiration, teachings and philosophy of Swami Vivekananda and how he spread the ideas and consciousness of India
throughout the world. He specifically emphasized the deep-rooted meaning of sustainability in the very fabric of Indian
culture. Again, he alluded to the teachings of Swamiji and how he urged everyone especially the youth to become more
conscientious and aware. Our lives as human beings must just not remain as mere responses to the stimuli of our
surroundings based on our five human senses but be more about being aware and being able to awaken our self-
consciousness.  In the World Congress of Religions in Chicago in 1893, Swamiji  emphasised that the roots of Indian
Culture and civilization can be traced to the holy teachings of our saints who emphasized simple living ideals by example
and practice. India is the land of saints like no other. Ashishji then went to appreciate all the awardees and added how
the VYCF has carefully selected the awardees based on significant human parameters. He thanked the organisers for
spreading awareness on sustainability and thanked everyone for their presence and supporting the cause.

 
Invite the Chief Guest and other Dignitaries on the Dias. The  National Anthem

was sung by everyone present in the auditorium. This was followed by the Deep
Prajwalan & Swami Vivekananda Pujan. Thereafter, the Felicitation of

Dignitaries on Stage followed by the Mumbai Sustainability Awards 2023.
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Shri Deepak Kesarkar, Minister of School education in Marathi language, Government of Maharashtra was called
upon the dais to deliver his speech. The Minister highlighted how this day is a holy day as it is the birthday of not
only Swami Vivekananda but also that of JIja Bai, the mother of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj who had devoted his life
to the prosperity of Maharashtra. He greeted all dignitaries on the stage and extended his appreciation to the
organisers and the award winners. 
The Minister’s speech highlighted the strength and power that Bharatiya Sankriti and Hindu Sanskriti (meaning
Indian culture) possess that can give direction to the world for peace among many other things. He added that
several initiatives for infrastructure development are being rolled out in the city of Mumbai and the city will benefit
from them and so will her citizens. 
Mumbai, he mentioned is an inclusive land that has embraced all people coming to it from various parts of the
country in search of livelihoods and better opportunities. The city contributes 30 % to India’s GDP. Also, there are
opportunities for both poor and rich alike. 

The city also has the advantages of nature like the sea and wind velocity that can take care of environmental
pollution in natural ways. But the pollution in the city is going up increasingly and we need to address that
collectively. He referred to cities like Lucknow that are experimenting with improving air quality and reducing
suspended particles in the air with help from the academia like the IIT Kanpur professors. 
The Minister concluded his speech urging the audience that all Mumbaikars must work in unison to bring back the
past glory of Mumbai. Among other things, this also requires that we improve the water and air quality of the city
collectively so that the city is liveable for all. The Minister himself pledged contributions from his side and his
Ministry in this endeavour to restore the past glory of Mumbai.

Address by Honourable Governor of Maharashtra, Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyariji’s speech was inspirational instilling
confidence in the youth with inspirational anecdotes and quotations from the life and teachings of Swami
Vivekananda. Sustainable Development will happen through the upliftment of human values, the values of life on
the basis of which we must progress as a nation. This is in line with the teachings of Swamiji. In the 18th and 19th
centuries, human civilization progressed rapidly and today we are talking of Artificial Intelligence. Most of the
inventions in those centuries happened in Western Europe. However, currently the global situation has changed
radically. It’s time for India to take the lead based on her ancient wisdom and present strengths. Technology and
transformation professional Shri Rajesh Joshi presented the vote of thanks. He mentioned that when deciding the
awards for the various categories in the Summit, all angles were covered and the awardees were selected based on
their comprehensive and holistic contributions in their respective fields. The beginning of the Amrit Kaal of India
started in 2022 and will continue will 2047, the year in which India will celebrate her 100th year of Independence. At
this juncture, India stands at a unique position in the world politics with many strengths. First, is India’s cultural
strength with 5000-year-old history in all spectrums, from philosophy to dance to art and architecture citing
examples like the Natya shastra and other texts written 3000 years ago. Second, is the strength of our Institutions.
Third, is the strength of our geopolitical position. He added that Sustainability is at the center of this emerging
discourse where India can enormously contribute to the world. 

The session ended with the Vote of Thanks by Shri Rajshekhar Joshi and the National Anthem.
After that a Video on the Project Blue initiative spearheaded by the VYCF for cleaning of the sea in Mumbai was
played for the audience. 
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Session 1 on Sustainable Mobility the panelists Dr. Dhanashri Hardas, Chairperson, Environment committee,
Maharastra Chamber of Commerce and Sudheendra Kulkarni brought varied perspectives moderated by Sudhir
Badami ji. Kulkarni ji alluded to the Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs that provide guidelines to all nations
and societies. They are 17 in number and must be abided by citizens of all countries. He added that SDGs are in line
with the Vedanta thought of Vivekananda with environment at the center. Sudhir Badami talked about varied
examples of smart and sustainable transport like the Skybus tried out in Goa, the Latin America BRTS model that
was also experimented in Indian cities like Ahmedabad, Rajkot and Indore. He highlighted that the Metro railway
construction started in the year 2006 with an estimated cost of 19,550 crores for 146 kms. Today the estimated
cost for the same 146 kms is about 2 lac crores which is unaffordable. And this he added is not just because of
inflation. Sustainable Mobility must center around walking infrastructures as many people walk. Pedestrian spaces
and public transport are therefore important. Sudheendra Kulkarni added that Sustainability is an issue of global
importance right up to 2025 and beyond. As Swamiji had mentioned in the World Parliament of Religions that for the
next 50 years we must keep all gods aside and worship only one god- Mother India. 50 years later when India
became free, we are reflecting on that thought- protect mother earth from climate crisis so that the human species
and other life forms can survive. 2050 is the timeline set by Paris Summit to achieve net zero and to bring the
average increase in global temperature below 1.5 degree compared to pre- industrial levels. That’s a tough goal. All
countries are signatories to substantially reduce carbon emissions by 2030 and achieve net 0 by 2050. For India to
achieve net 0 by 2070, big cities have to take the lead as they are the biggest contributors to carbon emissions. He
also highlighted that there are 4 Cs that are major contributors to GHGs- Coal, Combustion, Concrete and Cows. The
last one does not apply much to India as to the advanced nations of the North because of the prevalence of large-
scale meat industry, a huge contributor to GHGs. Combustion constitutes 25% of GHGs so transport has to reduce
GHGs. And Mumbai has to lead. Decades ago, Mumbai was a forerunner in public transport with the local train and
BEST bus service as best examples. Decades later, we continue to neglect that and replaced by private transport.
Nearly 40% of Mumbai’s population walk to their destination. If public transport is not developed, made accessible
and affordable and Mumbai will remain an unequal city. In order for Mumbai to become more inclusive and
equitable, first thing is to make the Common people at the center of policy making based on the principles of justice
and equality . Make Mumbai livable for the people excluded. “Those who walk cannot talk and even if they talk that
does not reach the policy makers and those who talk don’t walk”- he added. Another point that came out in this
session was to end the fragmentation of the public transport in Mumbai between Mono rail, metro rail and bus
service and establish a single unified public transport authority in Mumbai. Reduce private cars in Mumbai by at
least 50 % by 2050. Roads must be (de) congested occupied and freed of the private vehicles that are most
inequitable. Emergency Medical Service in roads and highways is also a matter of concern. Technology will change
the game with electronic vehicles and autonomous vehicles. Political will is the most important so that public
interests and benefits of the public at large are given highest priority. 

 First Session 
Urban Transportation Challenges and Opportunities – towards a green transport outcome
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Dr. Dhanashri Hardas, Chairperson, Environment committee, Maharastra Chamber of Commerce emphasized that
the decade between 2021 to 2031 is said to be the Decade of Hope. She added that now is the time and if we do
something right, this is the time when we can remedy many of our existing problems that the city of Mumbai faces.
Rejuvenation will take time but remedial measures can de arrived at immediately. She cited the example of pizza
delivery in our doorstep in just 30 minutes which means that if there is a will there is always a way. Specifically on
the transport issues she highlighted the traffic woes in the school hours and the parking challenges in the city.
Infrastructural developments in the city have resulted in massive ongoing construction work as far as metro
construction is concerned. These current challenges will, however, address long term issue of cheap public
transport in the city she added. She also added another dimeson to the transportation by talking about effluents,
solid waste and sewage in the city. These are also moving from one place to another and must be addressed.
Specifically, she cited the examples of the transportation of effluents via the consignments in the ports of Mumbai
and the logistics and supply chains that the city has for basics like food.

 First Session 
Urban Transportation Challenges and Opportunities – towards a green transport outcome
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In the second session on Blue Ocean vision and mission – the cleaning up of all the water bodies in and around
Mumbai Shri Pravin Darade IAS, Principal Secretary, Environment, Government of Maharashtra Shri Gopal Arya
National Convenor, Paryawaran Gatividhi were panellists. The session was moderated by - Shri Raj Shekhar Joshi
who is a Business and Technology Leader. On the vision of the RSS on Sustainability, Aryaji explained that people
centric policy making consist of components awareness, participation and movement. There exists 7500 kms of
coastal line in Mumbai. How do we spread an awareness regarding this? Plastic bottles per minute are generated by
10 lacs and dumped in the ground. 40% remain in the ground and go to the sea. Only 9% go to landfills. This plastic
is generated from household and commercial establishments. Coastal cleanup day is an initiative wherein between
10am to 12 noon people gathered and cleaned the beaches. 800 metric ton of plastic was scooped out and cleaned
up. School children are so aware that if waste comes out it will pollute the sea. India has banned the use of single
use plastic legally. But have we stopped dumping waste into the sea? We have to not extract but protect our
environment, develop empathy and change our extractive attitude. The main highlights of this session were the
practical tips that Shri Pravin Darade ji shared with the audience especially the youth to achieve the larger goal of
sustainability. These were namely: to use the stairs in place of elevator, use of LED bulbs or tube lights at home, use
energy saving devices, save 4 water and food, switch off the vehicles at signals; use cloth bag instead of plastic bag,
discard gadgets at e- waste centres that are there everywhere in the city of Mumbai, use cloud space and not pen
drive for data storage. Just before the lunch break, a video was played that talked about the Project Blue, an
initiative to clean up all the waste, cleaning of the ocean is a 2-way process – 1) entirely stop any kind of waste
entering the ocean and also into its river binaries and creeks and 2) to clean up all waste that the ocean throws up
especially during monsoons. The project Blue proposes an autonomous body to be formed dedicated to the
cleaning of the oceans and maintaining the same. During the pandemic, when the country was in complete
lockdown and people stayed indoors, the natural balance of the oceans were revived to some extent. 

 
Second Session 

 Blue Ocean vision and mission – the cleaning up of all the water bodies in and around Mumbai
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The third session on De-slummify Mumbai - the road from an Urban Jungle to an Urban Bliss comprised panellists
Shree Mangal Prabhat Lodha, Honorable Cabinet Minister, Government of Maharashtra, Dr. Mala Singh, Co-Chair
Indian Green Building Council IGBC (CII) Mumbai, Shri Rajiv Mishra Principal, Shri JJ College of Architecture,
University of Mumbai. The session was moderated by Shri Sudheendra Kulkarni, Ex-Chairman ORF Mumbai. He
explained that in the current global scenario, the richest 1% of the population contribute 15% of GHGs whereas 50%
of the poorest population account for the 7% of the GHGs. So who’s responsible to the GHGs? He asked. Is it
unplanned construction or slums that have created the urban jungle? The poor people are not the main
contributors to the climate crisis. Without equity there cannot be a serious discourse on sustainability. In Mumbai
more than 50% of the population live in slums. Why is that we have not been able to solve this? From Girangaon
many people were relocated to faraway places like Mira Road and Bhayandar. Is that sustainable for this re-located
people? How could we aim at liveable housing for all? Not just affordable house. Take the example of transit homes
that people are house in before they are handed over their homes under the Slum Rehabilitation Programme. Shree
Mangal Prabhat Lodha, the solution is not easy and cannot be given to a single individual or entity. It is our joint
efforts that will help us inch towards addressing these challenges. He congratulated Dr Rajesh on his positive
efforts to be able to pull off such an event and getting them to discuss the pressing challenges in Mumbai. He urged
the youth to dedicate some time for some social cause and pertinent issue looming over the country. Shri Rajiv
Mishra ji elucidated a historical overview of slums in Mumbai. MMR is an urban system that has towns with their own
local bodies- Mira Bhayandahar, Navi Mumbai and many more areas. Together they form an urban system. Urbanism
is the quality of life in any city. For example, you may earn enough money but fall sick because of poor air quality.
We don’t have a national policy of urbanization or housing. Then he discussed the various slum policies that have
unfolded through the years to the present Slum Rehabilitation Programme instituted thought the Slum
Rehabilitation Authority(SRA) implemented through the land sharing model. Any squatter settlement or slum is a
great opportunity to provide a supply of housing also labour. He cited the example of Dharavi, Asia’s largest slum. A
squatter resident is an entrepreneur contributing to the management of the city but not able to able to afford a
home. If we can take care of their housing can contribute even more. Besides, the SRA, the government has to
provide for rental housing. Railway housing colonies, and banking employee housing colonies for long have taken
care the housing needs of their employees. Dr. Mala Singh, Co-Chair Indian Green Building Council IGBC (CII)
Mumbai talked about the importance of ventilation, air quality, sunlight that resonate with the Punch Bhootas (five
elements) spelt out in our cultural practices. All these elements have been codified scientifically under the National
Building Code of India as the concept of Green Building. In the DCR 2020, Government of Maharashtra has given
extra attention to this aspect. 

 Third Session 
De-slummify Mumbai - the road from an Urban Jungle to an Urban Bliss
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The fourth session on Financial sustainability and green bonds was a fireside chat between Sourabh Kamdar
Associate Partner, ESG, KPMG and Rupa Satish, Country Head, Sustainable Banking and CSR Head, Portfolio
management and Decision Science, IndusInd Bank . The main highlights of this chat were that Financial
sustainability is a relatively new area with few players and successful projects like the Tata trust that formed
lakhpati kisan wherein a risk investor comes and support farmers until he becomes a lakhpati and then the bank
steps in to finance the project. Any social impact project can work very well. However, the new entrants in this
sector in India come with their angles and complicate the structure unnecessarily. So, in the long run the scale is not
achieved and without banking support the desired scale cannot be achieved. So far, there have been only some mini
projects like the education bond in Haryana and the Pune municipality did the same in the health sector. Banks
need to comprehend what are the associated risks and the impacts of projects before investing in them. If the
impact assessor says that the impact not been achieved; even if the project is up and running the bank will not
support. Once this challenge is taken care of, banks come in and scale also eventually comes in. Banks help simplify
the process and the desired scale comes in financing. So that helps achieve the goal of financial sustainability.
Without banking support this cannot happen. Risk of green washing is an important challenge in this sector. The
panelist also explained with the example of IndusInd bank and how it has raised green deposits from the public. The
bank has also provided an assurance certificate to the public stating that their money has been used to finance
green projects like energy efficient buildings and the like. The questions of project evaluation and the utilization of
funds are crucial. Technological risks are another area that concerns tech- related risks. How a new technology will
pan out is a given time is a major area of concern. Technological parameters change very rapidly say from solar to
wind and now green hydrogen. Banks cannot assess this risk directly and they need to rely on independent
evaluation and assessment to work out structures to assess the risks that change very fast. Market infrastructure is
another area of concern regarding the norms that will develop eventually. The above are the areas of evaluation
that banks keep in mind while evaluating projects including the core principles of Credit and Risk management
systems including IFC policy standards, credit appraisal system and how these cater to sustainable banking. Banks,
typically look at the balance sheet and financials, if they lend to the companies working in green sector. 

 4th session
Financing Sustainability - Muncipality Green Bonds
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Now, banks have expanded to also assess the ESG standards. In IndusInd bank for example has an exclusion list in
the website as a full disclosure list that states upfront what sectors and activities the bank does not finance. Then
the bank classifies industries into high ESG risk industries, medium ESG risk industries and low ESG risk industries.
They have devised a detailed check list to assess them. There’s a scoring mechanism whether all norms are adhered
to in relation to parameters like air and water pollution, vendor practices and many more. The low and medium ESG
risk industries and activities can be financed without much assessment if they fulfill these parameters. The
challenge is with the high ESG industry. For example, mining is important for development but in an eco-sensitive
region that activity causes a habitat loss. A deeper assessment is, therefore, required. For example, in north eastern
region mines provide livelihoods to people but they also conflict with the habitats of elephants. How do you
manage this and balance it out? You will have to cut down certain forests for some corridors too, how do you
balance? She added that in the current scenario, the standards are very high and the assessment is intensive
especially when the Ministry of environment steps in to approve for projects. There is another layer of assessment
provided by the green tribunal. As a bank, she added, they check everything deploying a qualitative assessment in
this ESG space and qualify by giving score cards and rankings as high, medium and low and without assigning any
precise number. Then the subject shifted to Mumbai and the kind of city development and infrastructure
development projects that would fall in the category of sustainable finance. The panelist responded that every
effort should start from home, then scale up to the neighborhood and then city. She said that her bank is open to
partner with the municipality for sustainability. For example, roof top solar panels must be scaled up in housing
societies across Mumbai so that energy sources are cleaned up. Second thing Mumbai needs is waste management
and there are opportunities here for MSME businesses as well. The contracts have to come out from Municipal
Corporation of Greater Mumbai/MCGM. Water is another area, a dream sector for any banker to invest in. The
panelist also highlighted the need to form Consortiums of multilateral agencies, Indian development banks, foreign
philanthropic agencies that will help reduce cost and mobilize large resources to facilitate projects on a large scale. 

 4th session
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The last session was on Preserving and cataloguing Mumbai’s rich Cultural, Social and Architectural heritage. The
panelists were veteran architect Shashi Prabhu, conservation architect and civic consultant and former member of
Heritage panel in Mumbai, Pankaj Joshi, Heritage Conservationist Chetan Raikar, and Architect and Urban Designer
Manoj Parmar, Director, KRVIA, Mumbai. Dr Binti Singh, Urban Sociologist and Dean, Research, KRVIA Mumbai
moderated the session. The session started with a question- How many people come to Mumbai to see heritage vis a
vis a skyscraper? Pankaj Joshi alluded that Mumbai is one of the first cities to have a heritage legislation to protect,
preserve her heritage. Preserving the tangible and intangible heritage assets is important so that they are available
for generations. By 1995 Mumbai already had a notification. The whole process of the heritage legislation came out
from the prevailing environmental movement and the thought that the Quality of Life in the city was coming down.
So, heritage did not stand on its own, it came through a larger package of environment sustainability. Mumbai has
the first regional plan and the Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) Regional Conservation Society was soon
replicated in other cities like Hyderabad. Mumbai was also the first city to comprehensively document the heritage
mapping of the MMR covering all layers of heritage with the establishment of the MMR Heritage Conservation
Committee. The Kanga Committee in 1990 had covered all aspects and chapter 6 talked of maintaining the heritage
in sustainable ways. Currently people are regulated and there are no benefits earned on the way. In other words, we
are following “a stick and no carrot policy”. We have overdone regulations and not really incentivized people for
maintaining heritage by giving them property tax benefits or even soft loans as in other cities like Hong Kong. It was
added that the Sustainability Index must always be ahead of its time so that it is on par with investing in other
sectors like real estate. Sudhir Badami ji, from the audience asked if there can be a conservation policy of trees that
have heritage value? 
Shashi Prabhu, conservation architect and civic consultant and former member of Heritage panel in Mumbai added
his valuable insights by linking the issues of heritage with haphazard urban development. He especially stressed the
traffic woes in the city of Mumbai and the plight of women who have to commute long distances for work and then
cater to their domestic work as well. The long hours of commute, and poor air quality in the city are taking a heavy
toll on the health of the citizens. The liveability index of Mumbai has therefore fallen over the years, he added. On
heritage, he specifically mentioned that all listed as well as non-listed buildings must be maintained. How to address
the influx of migrants because existing infrastructure is not able to contain it? This according to him is the main
issue. There is a total absence of decent washroom and emergency medical systems in the expressways, he added.
Heritage Conservationist Chetan Raikar asked a provocative question- what is our culture? Every structure, not only
a heritage structure, must be maintained, restored and DCPR 34 has a provision that the Honourable Municipal
Commissioner will have the authority to decide the height of heritage precincts. To sustain the city, one has to de-
congest the city. Raikar ji added that it has not gone into our DNA that if we want to sustain the city, we need to
decongest the city. He gave the example of cities in Gujarat that have decongested. For instance, Ahmedabad has
been decongested by shifting the High Court and Secretariat to Gandhinagar. Mumbai can follow some of these
examples.
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Manoj Parmar referred to the four words attached to heritage- namely, Preserving, cataloging, culture, and social.
All these are acts of conservation, and he highlighted that we must conserve these values of heritage (tangible and
intangible). He added that the various sessions on Sustainability fundamentally point to the basic idea of sociability.
A conceptual clarity is the need of the hour. Pankaj Joshi and Binti Singh reiterated faith in the youth and their
ability to engage in research as the way forward. Youth are smarter, current lot of students have good knowledge
about the choices they have so they know what is right. For example, air quality is not a planning parameter unlike
land, but it’s so crucial. Younger generation is more about into doing things. Teachers also have to learn as to how to
engage the pedagogy with the larger discourse.
The session ended with a vote of thanks and felicitation and also thanking the anchor Ms Nancy Shah.
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Mumbai Sustainability Awards shall be given to different individuals or
organizations who have played stellar role in contributing towards the
17 Sustainable Development Goals  ( SDGs ). These Global Goals are a
collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be a "blueprint to
achieve a better and more sustainable future for all". They were set up
in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are intended to
be achieved by the year 2030. These are in line with Vedanta
philosophy of Swami Vivekananda whose central thought has been
unity of self and surroundings and environment as ultimate oneness.
These awards shall be selected by an eminent jury through a
structured process and designed to give balance to various areas of
environmental agenda and consciousness. These shall be provided to
individual and organizations who have been working towards these
sustainability goals within the Mumbai Metropolitan geography or
have contributed towards sustainability of Indian economy and
society.
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